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As I write we are sitting at about the     
midpoint of the tour.  Much has been 
achieved already and everyone can be 
justifiably proud of their contribution.      
Difficult decisions have been made and we 
have sustained our fair share of injuries.  
However, much is yet to be done and I am 
confident that collectively we have the    
resolve to ensure that we work right up to 
the last day to improve the lives of the   
ordinary Afghan citizen. In Musa Qala the 
month has revolved around Operation Mar 
Lewe and its aftermath. The operation    
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itself was a huge success, as we caught 
the enemy off guard and were able to 
seize the important village of Yatimchay 
with minimal casualties either to us or to 
local nationals.  You may have read the 
slightly sensational reporting of the        
operation from Chris Hughes our           
embedded journalist from the Daily       
Mirror. Since the operation the main focus 
has been to stabilise the village.  This has 
required effort on a number of different 
lines of activity from engaging the          
Insurgents to sorting out compensation 
claims for damage to compounds that   
occurred as much as a year ago.         
Elsewhere in the North of Musa Qala B 
Coy and Roshan Tower have been      
subjected to frequent attacks from enemy 
direct and indirect fire.  Thus far we have 
been able to deal with these attacks   
robustly, causing attrition to the enemy 
with little damage to us.  A Coy in FOB 
Nolay have again been busy and are  
making real in roads into improving       
security, and understanding the needs of 
the local population.  I am glad to report 
that all the casualties sustained by A Coy 
this month are recovering well with no   
indication as yet of any long term         
problems. 
 
Finally this month I would like to pay     
tribute to the great work being done by 
everyone back on Rear Party who are   
doing so much to ensure that we can    
concentrate on the job in hand out here.  
In particular I would like to single out the 
events committee who have worked so 
hard and given freely of their time to make 
the various families activities such a     
success.  
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2 RRF BG (NW) Update 

Second Fusiliers Battle group take back control of  Yatimchay from the TALIBAN  

Operation MAR LEWE has dominated Second Fusilier Battlegroupôs activity this month. This operation already 
covered extensively in the national press saw the Fusiliers clear the town of Yatimchay of Taliban bringing it into 
the government controlled focus area. 
 
Since the Battlegroup assumed command in Musa Qalôeh, the majority of enemy activity focused on the defensive 
line north of Yatimchay. The short distance between PB Yubaraj and the enemy front line saw almost daily       
exchanges of fire. This level of violence meant that locals had moved out months ago leaving Yatimchay a ghost 
town. The mission was simple; bring Yatimchay into governmental control to allow the local residents to  return to 
their homes and live without fear of Taliban intimidation. From the outset the operation was not solely a Fusilier 
endeavour. The local knowledge our Afghan Army and Police counterparts provided was invaluable, after all many 
of them owned property within Yatimchay itself and others have been fighting over this area for decades. 

The Commanding Officer ensures that the ANA and ANP are aware of the 
initial planning stages  
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Lt Col Charlie Calder runs the Battlegroup through there objectives 

D-Day for the operation was set for 29 May. The days prior to the operation saw more forces descending on 
Musa Qalôeh DC to support the Battlegroup bringing along specialists in reconnaissance, electronic warfare 
and countering the ever present IED threat. 

Recce Pl form up with the rest of the BG in Musa Qalôeh DC  
awaiting to deploy south to Yatimchay 
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Following Recceôs deception and engagement on 
the Taliban northern positions, the operation started 
with B Company securing a line of departure to the 
east of Yatimchay to allow C Coy of 2 R WELSH, 
our Armoured Infantry Company, to isolate the 
southern portion of the town. Simultaneously both 
Afghan Army and Police mentored by OMLT teams 
swept into Yatimchay from the south clearing    
compounds of Taliban. The enemy resisted for a 
short while before laying down their arms and      
fleeing, and it soon became obvious on the          
discovery of two separate IED factories a much   
larger force had previously been present. By       
securing the main objectives in the south of     
Yatimchay the enemy were unable to reinforce or 
counter attack effectively. Having been moved     
forward in the Warriors B Coy were now able to 

sweep through the middle portion of Yatimchay unopposed. Two objectives were left untouched due to 
the assessed concentrations of IEDs laid in defensive belts prior to the operation. After clearing the 
ground, attention switched to being able to hold it effectively. C Coy were moved and relocated to a new 
patrol base to the south of the town along with a checkpoint to the north. The Afghan army formed two 
separate patrol bases covering the central portion of Yatimchay. As expected the enemy responded to 
the concessions they were forced to make. By which time the Battlegroup was suitably protected. 

B Coy 2 RRF secure the line of departure for  
C Coy 2 R WELSH  

Members of 2 RRF BG start clearing  
the compounds 

WO1 RSM Bland assists with the  
casualty extraction 

The Medical Emergency Response Team (MERT) 
arrives to collect the casualty 

The US IEDD team clear the  
IED factories 


