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Introduction . 
 
This will be the final Fusilier News for 2009, the Journal will be issued at the end of December.  All 
Fusiliers from 2 RRF, 5 RRF, A (Fusilier Company) 2 Mercian and the Bury Machine Gun Platoon have 
now returned from operations in Afghanistan and can be justifiably proud of their achievements.  To a man 
they have displayed enormous courage and fortitude and have worn the red and white hackle with pride 
and shown, once more, why Fusiliers are held in such high esteem throughout Britain and, indeed, many 
parts of the world. 
 
The end of 2009 and 2010 will be the first time for many years that all Fusilier Battalions and sub units 
will be complete in the United Kingdom and not fully committed to major operations. 
 
Recruiting.   Recruiting within the Regiment remains buoyant and we are predicted to reach full manning 
in Spring 2010; a remarkable achievement given the manning shortfall just 18 months ago.  This may be 
affected, however, by the Centre imposing a recruiting cap on the Queens Division from April 2010.  
Nevertheless, there is no intention for the Regiment to reduce its recruiting effort and it will continue to 
seek to recruit young men of high calibre; the message is keep the pedal to the floor!        
 
1 RRF. 
 
October/November has proven to be a varied period for 1 RRF.  As Land Warfare Centre Battlegroup the 
commitments have continued to flow thick and fast, with all elements of the Battalion supporting the Land 
Combat Power Demonstration.  X Company produced the Battlegroup Capability and Equipment stand, 
containing all of the British Army’s Close Ops equipment for future Majors and Colonels of not only the 
British Army but their respective rank equivalent in the RAF, Navy and foreign forces.  This stand brought 
all manner of kit and equipment together ranging from the latest rations and Mark 7 combat helmet to the 
Combat Shotgun and Apache attack helicopter.  The stand proved to be a huge success, especially as the 
Company Sergeant Major got his act together and ensured that he had the weather right this 
 time! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Above and Right) The combat shotgun, improved body armour, weapon sights and hearing protection on display at the 
LCPD. 

 
Y and Z Company simultaneously conducted the Combined Arms Manoeuvre Demonstration – essentially 
a Company/Squadron Group attack utilising all additional elements (recce, snipers, etc) available within an 
Armoured Infantry Battlegroup.  The exercise showed participants first-hand the added complexities of 
working in an armoured environment, the tempo of operations and the increased influence of LCpl 
WARRIOR commanders.  Certain overseas officers were particularly struck by the speed and power of the 
WARRIOR turret, and the damage which a good commander can inflict.   

 
X Company switched rapidly from exercise to ceremonial role as they provided an honour guard for the 
installation of Gen Sir Richard Dannatt as Constable of the Tower of London.  Their flexibility was 
impressive and, after some rapid drill practice, they impressed the London District Sgt Major, Mr Mott.  
All members of the guard displayed particular discipline during the parade, seeming not to notice the 
torrential rain which soaked them even before they had stepped-off, whilst the assembled Generals and 
others (Regimental Adjt) were reaching for their plastic ponchos!  Gen Dannatt was keen to pass on his 
thanks in person to Maj Mike Cooke and WO2 Archie Gardner after the parade, whilst the remainder of the 
troops made the most of the excellent buffet and drinks reception. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Above) M aj M ike Cooke, Gen Dannatt and CSM  Gardner on parade. 
 
A number of more unusual tasks have also kept the Battalion busy.  Z Coy deployed troops to Caerwent in 
support of a 40 Commando Royal Marine exercise, whilst Sgt Humble led a team of Fusiliers testing the 
new 60mm Mortar and sharpshooter rifle, both of which impressed all of those involved.  X Coy spent a 
week at Shrivenham testing new simulation software designed as an aide to training, and fighting alongside 
US troops online.  Essentially this was Playstation 3 on a larger scale, with some realistic exercises and 
training objectives.  Unsurprisingly the feedback at the end of the week was very positive – getting paid to 
play computer games must seem like an ideal job! 

 
A W ARRIOR successfully engages and destroys its target whilst live-firing in Castlemartin 



 
A composite section from Y Company headed across to RMA Sandhurst to meet the current hopefuls 
training to be Officers.  The Section was used to provide realism for a series of classroom exercises 
designed to allow the Officer Cadets to practice their interview techniques.  The hand-picked soldiers were 
able to draw on their own wealth of previous experiences to add realism to the task, with a good number of 
cheerful Geordie, Manc and Brummie accents thrown-in for good measure. 
 
Other members of the battalion deployed to Lydd to aid the 4 Brigade OPTAG package for two weeks.  
The 55 Fusiliers, NCOs and Officers were teaching other units preparing to deploy to Afghanistan various 
skills and drills including mine awareness, contact drills, anti-IED drills and convoy drills.  It was an 
excellent opportunity to not only support 4 Brigade’s training, but also to absorb the most current lessons 
being learnt from OP HERRICK. 
 
Many of the Coys have also found time to get onto the ranges recently.  Z Coy conducted their APWT and 
transition to LFTT shoots in Bulford before X and Z deployed to Castlemartin ranges (Wales) for 
WARRIOR and dismounted live firing, including live platoon attacks.  An un-named member of X Coy 
apparently managed to bog his vehicle in on the firing point too – quite an achievement. 

 
It has been another busy period for Fire Support Company too.  Recce Platoon has been supporting 
exercises non-stop, rolling from EX LION STRIKE to EX BADGERS STRESS and EX FOXES HAT in 
support of RECCE DIV.  All three platoons were involved in the CAMD with Recce Platoon providing a 
manoeuvre element and a variety of stands including Javelin Platoons indoor (simulator) and outdoor 
(CLU) trainer and the Mortar Platoon providing 60mm and 81mm mortar stands.  Most importantly the 
Mortar Platoon conducted their first Live Firing serial on behalf of the RECCE DIV.  The shoot allowed 
the Light Role Recce Course to practice adjusting mortar fire onto various targets and left many of the 
students impressed with the mortars deadly beaten zone and subsequent 15 minute smoke screen which 
they created.  The Mortar Platoon was even more impressed by the fact that they didn’t set fire to Salisbury 
Plain! 

 
Y Company have also had the pleasure of hosting 70 Turkish soldiers during a two-week defence 
diplomacy visit.  The Turks proved to be a well-disciplined and very professional Company, whom troops 
of all ranks enjoyed working alongside.  The first hurdle was weapon handling, with a crash course in the 
SA80 to allow them to conduct the first week of training before deploying on Ex WESSEX WARRIOR 
alongside the Ghurkhas.  Cpl Dan Moran’s students had a particularly difficult challenge as their Turkish 
interpreter struggled to translate from Geordie to English and then to Turkish!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above left)  LCpl Dan Hart (on the left) brushes up on his Turkish as (Below right) the interpreter decodes Cpl Dan Moran’s lesson. 
 
Their visit included social events and a sight-seeing tour of London, but the friendly football match was 
surely the highlight.  Thankfully the Turkish fans were well behaved after their team were soundly beaten 



7-2 by an under-strength Y Company side, which was well managed by DMaj Ken “Sven” Whyley.  Watch 
out for coverage in SOLDIER Magazine later this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Battalion football teams unbroken winning record was unfortunately ended by 11 Regt R SIGNALS 
who managed to secure a 4 – 2 victory in extra time.  The Battalion team remains top of the 4 Div (West) 
1st division league, and are in the second round of both the Army Challenge and Infantry cup.  Cpl Carl 
Boyd (Y Coy) has been chosen to represent the Senior Army team at Wembley on 24 Nov in the Bobby 
Moore Memorial Cup, and 1 RRF now have 7 soldiers (Sgt Carr, Cpl Boyd, Cpl Traynor, Cpl Worswick, 
LCp Reay, Fus Smart and Fus Mackie) playing in the Infantry team, with CSgt Collins as the Infantry 
coach. 

 
The 1 RRF Corps of Drums have been enjoying the opportunity to work alongside 2 RRF recently too, and 
the combined 35 strong Corps has been a formidable sight at the front of the 2 RRF welcome home 
parades.  Drummers from both Battalions also entertained the WO & Sgts Mess at their Christmas ball 
recently, with the second battalion drummers receiving a standing ovation in recognition of both their skill 
and recent service in Afghanistan. 
 
In the coming weeks 1 RRF are looking forward to Ex WESSEX WARRIOR versus 1 R IRISH, followed 
by the Battalion Christmas Day (15 Dec) and Christmas leave.  When they return in January, Z Coy will 
have handed their vehicles to X Coy, leaving X and Y in the Armoured Infantry role and Z as the light role 
Coy for the first 4 months of 2010.   

 
After successfully completing their Fire Team Commander’s Course the CO has been happy to promote 18 
new LCpls recently, with the selection for the next course happening before Christmas leave.   

 
(Left)  LCpl 
Adam Arnold, 
recently 
promoted from 
the Fire Team 
Commanders 
Course, on the 
ranges. (Right)  
Cpl Holmes sends 
a SITREP 
whilst on 
exercise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Finally the Battalion has seen a large influx of new Fusiliers from ITC Catterick this week.  Having been 
briefed and given a tour of Mooltan Barracks they have begun working with their new platoons’ straight 
away – many will be looking forward to their WARRIOR gunner or drivers course in the New Year.  
Congratulations must also go to Sgt Aaron Wright and CSgt “Ish” Isherwood on the birth of their new 
children. 
 
2 RRF 
 

 
Families welcome home their men    
The Second Battalion has had a very busy time since returning from Afghanistan.  On landing back in the 
UK the soldiers received a well deserved long weekend to see their loved ones before returning to work for 
essential administration for a week in camp.  Once all the t’s were crossed and the i’s dotted, Rear Party 
stepped up again and the majority of the Battalion went away on a well deserved 2 week leave period 
before returning to work on 22 November.  On return from leave the Battalion took time to reflect on the 
previous six months with a service to honour the seven courageous members of the Battalion who did not 
return from Afghanistan and also those whom were wounded during the deployment. 
 

 
The CO reads out the Roll of Honour in the Guards Chapel   
 
This service was held at the Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks.  The battalion paid their respects 
alongside the family members of the fallen who attended the service.  The Colonel-in- Chief, Field 
Marshal His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent KG presented The Elizabeth Cross and scrolls to all of the 



families. This event was a private Fusilier affair which allowed the Battalion and families to mourn 
together in a fitting location and to say farewell to its fallen.  
 
 
The pace then really picked up with preparations for eight homecoming parades.  Before deploying to 
Afghanistan the Battalion was invited to parade through Hounslow by the local Council, despite not having 
the Freedom of the borough, this was rectified for our return and on the morning of 26 November 2009 the 
Mayor of the borough called an extraordinary Council meeting to bestow the freedom of the borough on 
the Battalion, the highest honour the council can bestow.  Much to the surprise of the Commanding 
Officer, in order for the battalion to receive the freedom of Hounslow the Commanding Officer has to be 
made a Freeman of the Borough.  This honour was bestowed upon Lt Col Charlie Calder in recognition of 
everything 2 RRF had achieved in the field of community relations and in recognition of their outstanding 
operational tour in Afghanistan . 

 
The Battalion exercising the newly bestowed Freedom in Hounslow 
 
The relationship between the Army and the local population has never been better in recent years.  Once 
this ceremony was completed the Commanding Officer had to rush across town and join the remainder of 
the Battalion for the parade, this time with Drums Beating, Flags Flying and Bayonets Fixed as permitted 
with the newly bestowed Freedom status. 
 
With the ink only just dry on the Hounslow Freedom scroll, The Battalion raced to the Midlands to parade 
in Warwick on the 27 Nov, and then further North to parade in Rochdale and Bury on 30 Nov and Salford 
on 1 Dec.  At each event the support from the local population was amazing with thousands of people 
turning out in support.  This really impressed all Fusiliers who realised that they did, and do, have the 
backing of the people of Britain and that all that the Battalion had achieved and suffered in Afghanistan 
was appreciated.  In all towns and Boroughs the Mayors and Councils showed staggering generosity at the 
post parade receptions and received their Fusiliers with honour and genuine gratitude.  The beer was also 
appreciated by the soldiers!! 
 
The Battalion have three more marches planned in Morpeth, Ashington and Newcastle on 8 and 9 Dec 09, 
where it is hoped the Geordies will turn out in strength, before going on a long Christmas leave.  The 
troops will get the time they need to reacquaint themselves with the cold of the UK and their Families and 
friends before returning to work in the New Year and the new challenge of being back on Public Duties. 
 
5 RRF 
 
Introduction .   The Battalion was very pleased this month with the announcement that the initial 
cancellation of all TA activities for the rest of the Training Year has been rescinded.  It has been confirmed 
that although there will be some restrictions on specific resources all TA Units will continue to parade 
weekly for Drill nights and at least one Training weekend per month for the remainder of the Training Year 



2009/2010.  The announcement also suggested that normal resource planning could start for the next 
Training Year 2010/2011.  Further confirmation is awaited in the New Year. 
 
Kenya.  This is the first submission from 5RRF since September due to the Battalion deploying to Kenya in 
Oct and November.  5RRF took part in a trial that was looking at the training opportunities for the TA 
Infantry by providing a 200 strong OPFOR for a Land Warfare Centre Overseas Exercises (LWC OTX).  
This trial is an initiative started by 5RRF and supported by HQLF and DINF.  The trial also involved 4 
YORKS deploying to BATUS on Ex MEDMAN in the same role.  The aim of the Trial was; 
 
 “To use the role of OPFOR at LWC OTX to provide a training opportunity for the TA Infantry to integrate 
into current training systems and thereby achieve CT2 level training, and by so doing reduce the training 
Support Burden to the Regular Arm and at no additional cost.”  
 
5RRF found this tasking provided the most testing and valuable training event the Battalion had carried out 
in recent years.  The Battalion was exercised at sub-unit level within a hybrid foundation exercise taking part 
in warfighting operations, and soft and hard effects within a COIN scenario.  The Battalion proved more than 
capable of carrying out this task, receiving many compliments on both individual and collective skill levels.    

 
The Commanding Officer Contemplates Defending the Final Objective. 
Ex GRAND PRIX enabled 5RRF to provide an independently commanded and administered OPFOR which 
worked directly to HQ 7 Armd Bde who produced OPFOR specific Operational Staff Work.   Both Comd 7 
Armd Bde and Comd BATUK were highly complementary of the attitude and skill set the TA Infantry 
brought with them.  They were also unanimous in the assertion that having an OPFOR structured and 
commanded properly enabled the exercise to be more dynamically managed, ultimately producing enhanced 
training for the BG being tested.  The trial has been acknowledged as a great success and is being taken 
forward at HQ LF Commitments on 7 Dec 09, with an option for it to become an enduring TA Infantry 
commitment during OP ENTIRETY and possibly beyond.  A full article, with pictures, is included in the 
Fusilier Journal.  The photograph above shows the CO contemplating the defence of the final objective, 
working out how he will place his positions whilst avoiding the pride of Lions who live on the ground he has 
parked his vehicle on.  The photograph below is the Battalion at ENDEX. 

 
 



Remembrance Day.   It was a very fast turn around for Remembrance Day as the Battalion arrived back in UK from 
Kenya on 5 November, with Remembrance Sunday 3 days later.  There were concerns that the troops might not turn 
up so close to being away from home for so long, but those worries were not to be realised with 5RRF providing a 
presence at the following locations. 
 
Newcastle, Alnwick, Ashington, Durham Cathedral, Bishop Auckland, Spennymoor, Sunderland, Concert, 
Doncaster, Darlington, Washington, and Stockton on Tees. 
 
The Band performed at the Festival of Remembrance at the Federation Brewery and then at Newcastle 
Memorial.  
 
Operations.   The last three 5 RRF soldiers on operations returned from Afghanistan with 2RRF Mortar 
Platoon.  They are all on POTL until mid December and will parade with 2 RRF in Newcastle in 
December.  They are: 
 
Rfn Connell 
Rfn De-Winter 
Rfn Byrne 
 
Nine Soldiers from the Battalion have volunteered for a short notice mobilisation for HERRICK 12 in Mar 
2010.  They mobilise in the first week on the New Year.   
 
RSM.   Congratulations go to WO1 RSM Goldsmith for his selection for commissioning this month.   
 
Next Month.   December is historically a quiet month.  There will be one training weekend at Warcop 
which includes the Soldiers’ Christmas Dinner and Sgts to Officer’s Mess function.  There is also a visit 
from CGS’s briefing team.  The rest of the month sees continued planning for next years Training 
Programme, where it is hoped that resources and pay will allow for a full years Training and commitment. 
 
Recruits.   The Battalion currently has the following number of soldiers in raining or within the Recruiting 
process: 
 
Passed Phase 2 CIC (TA) this month:   9 
Phase 1 Training:     46 
Awaiting CIC (TA):    26 
 
Area HQ Northumberland. 
 
November has been a very busy period for all members of the Regiment in the North East.  5 RRF returned 
from a very successful exercise in Kenya amid confusion concerning MTD’s which would now appear to 
be resolved. 
 
The Colonel Northumberland, Colonel Simon Marr MBE, represented the North East at the Field of 
Remembrance on Thursday 5 November at Westminster Abbey. As a result of Colonel Marr’s very quick 
posting to Kabul on a nine month tour, Lt Colonel Guy Moncur will stand in as Colonel Northumberland 
which he did to great effect on Remembrance Sunday at both the Newcastle and Alnwick parades.  On 
Monday 9 November a Trustees Meeting for the Fusiliers Museum of Northumberland took place in 
Alnwick.  The museum has had a very successful year with high visitor  numbers at both Alnwick Castle 
and the museum.  The next project underway is the refurbishment of the ground floor displays. 
 
The Fifth Fusiliers Dinner Club held their annual dinner at the Cavalry and Guards Club in Piccadilly on 
Wednesday 18 November, where 21 members sat down with Major General Dare Wilson presiding. 
 
The Fighting Fifth Hurdle was held at Newcastle on Saturday 28 November in very good weather.  The 
race was won by the 25-1 outsider “Go Native” who beat a number of very well backed favourites.  
Colonel Ian Mackenzie, Chairman of The Fusiliers Officers’ Club of Northumberland presented the silver 



statuette to the winning owner and once again The Band of The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers provided 
excellent musical support.  The Adjutant of 5 RRF won a three figure sum which he has yet to share after 
following his wife’s advice and backing the horse whose jockey was wearing PINK! (Ed: a donation to the 
Fusilier Fund is presumably on its way?) 
 
On 8 and 9 December the 2nd Battalion take part in Welcome Home Parades in the North East and it is 
hoped that the Geordies give their support to the marching troops as they have in the Regiments other 
traditional areas. 
 
Area HQ Warwickshire 
 
Planning for the 2nd Battalion Fusiliers Welcome Home Parade in Warwick started in April this year just 
prior to the deployment of the Battalion to Afghanistan. So after several meetings with all the various 
agencies which included the local Police, Town Council, District Council, Warwickshire County Council, 
Warwick School and WO2 Pugh the scene was set for the 2nd Fusiliers to march through Warwick with 
Drums Beating, Bands Playing, Colours Flying and Bayonets fixed on Friday 27 November 2009. 

 
L-R:  Lady K ilmaine, Lord Lieutenant , Chairman of W arwick County Council, Brigadier Paterson. 
It will come as no surprise that Warwick turned out in force on a sunny day to show their appreciation and 
welcome home the 2nd Battalion from their tour in Afghanistan. Flags were waved by the public and school 
children who packed the Market Square for the inspection and lined the streets of Warwick.  The press 
were thick on the ground and interviews were carried out at St John’s House after the Colours had been 
marched off. 

 
Fus James takes his place on the parade 
The salute was taken by the Chairman of Warwickshire County Council Cllr Peter Barnes and Brigadier 
David Paterson. Amongst those who inspected the Guards were HM Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire, the 



High Sheriff of Warwickshire, the Mayor of Warwick and the Right Honourable Bob Ainsworth MP.  Also 
on parade was Fusilier Thomas James who was determined not to miss this important occasion. A bucket 
collection by the Central Branch of the Association raised £1600 for which thanks go to Kevin Bowman 
and his team for their initiative. 
 
The Parade was lead by the Corps of Drums with the Band of the Royal Logistic Corps with Number One 
Guard being commanded by Major Richard Coates and 
 

 
Maj Coates and No1 Guard outside the Civic Centre in W arwick 
 
Number Two Guard by Major Mike Cornwell.  Following the parade an excellent Civic Reception was 
held for the Battalion at Warwick School, some 150 Regimental, Association and civic guests attended 
which was generously sponsored by Warwickshire County Council.  The Chairman of the County Council 
and Mayor of Warwick both welcomed back the Battalion and kindly made presentations to the 
Commanding Officer who replied with an overview of the tour in Afghanistan.  He emphasised the links 
with Warwickshire & the West Midlands and thanked everyone for their support.  
 
So ended the sixth Welcome Home Parade in Warwickshire & the West Midlands this year, my thanks to 
all those who contributed to the success of the event. 
 
Area HQ London. 
 
The post of Area Secretary London was due to be removed from the orbat by HQ Land on 31 March 2010.  
However, due to Herculean efforts by the Regimental Secretary, the MOD have now agreed to restore the 
post, initially on a part time basis. The Regimental Secretary is determined to fully reinstate this post and 
continues to fight hard on our behalf.  Other exciting news is that agreement has now been reached with 
Historic Royal Palaces (HRP) to remove the kiosk and shop from the entrance to the building.  An 
agreement has been drawn up which will see the staffing of the museum being undertaken by HRP and 
they will also take on other aspects of the costs.  This news is followed by the welcome news that the 
Lottery Heritage Fund has approved the round two application for a Lottery grant of £330k towards the 
planned museum refurbishment.  Only another £500k to find!   
 
A new ACF Detachment was formed in Ashstead on 8 September and titled 153 Detachment. They have 
been undergoing intensive recruiting and training and the Area Secretary will be present on Sunday 6 
December when eighteen young cadets will receive their hackles having successfully completed recruit 
training. 
 
The HQ is now looking forward to the build up to Christmas and then heads down with the planning and 
fund raising for the museum in the New Year. 



 
Area HQ Lancashire. 
 
Visits to Mayors of Freedom Towns.   It is tradition in Lancashire for the Area Colonel, Col Brian Gorski 
and the Area Secretary, Lt Col Mike Glover to pay a courtesy visit to the Mayors of our Freedom Towns 
once a year.  This takes place on the Friday of Remembrance Weekend and entails a mad dash between the 
three Town Halls.  Luckily Bury, Rochdale and Salford are all within 30 minutes driving time of each 
other, if everything goes according to plan!  This year it was particularly important as 2 RRF were to 
parade through all three locations at the end of the month.  During the visit Col Brian Gorski presented a 
regimental flag to each of the Mayors to be flown on Regimental Days; this was well received and much 
appreciated.  This years’ “grand tour” was particularly pleasant and we knew that we were on to a good 
thing when we were presented with bacon butties at our first port of call, Rochdale Town Hall.   
 
Inkerman Dinner .  The first Inkerman Dinner to take place in the new Area Headquarters in Moss Street, 
took place on Friday 6 November.  Some 25 former Lancashire Fusilier officers, serving officers of the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers and guests sat down to dinner in the Gallipoli Room.  The guests included the 
Mayor of Bury, Councillor Sheila Magnall, Mr Mark Sanders, Chief Executive of Bury MBC, Chief 
Superintendant Jon Rush Greater, Manchester Police and Lt Col Andrew Kennedy, Commanding Officer 
of the 4th Battalion  the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment.   
 
Remembrance Sunday.   Col Brian Gorski represented the Regiment in Bury, Maj Edmund Gartside 
represented the Regiment in Rochdale and the Area Secretary, Lt Col Mike Glover paraded in Salford at 
the Fusilier Monument on the Crescent opposite Safford University.  While in Bury, Col Brian was 
particularly pleased to see on parade the TA Fusiliers from the Castle Armoury who had just returned from 
Afghanistan.  In Salford the Association made a special effort with over 50 members of the Association on 
parade. 
 
Remembrance Day.  This year witnessed the first service to take place at the Fusilier Monument in the 
Gallipoli Garden.  The service is intended for the regimental family and members of staff working in the 
Headquarters/Museum.  Wreaths were laid on behalf of Bury for; Bury MBC, the Regular Army, the 
Territorial Army, the Colonel of the Regiment, the Regimental Association, SSAFA and the Tourist 
Information Centre.  To our surprise may people attended from the local shops and offices making it a 
community as well as Regimental event. 
 
Homecoming Parades.  The 2 RRF Homecoming Parades proved to be the high point of what has been an 
extremely full and busy year for Lancashire.  Following the 2nd Battalion’s return from Afghanistan the 
Councils of; Rochdale, Bury and Salford expressed a wish to honour the battalion for their service by 
inviting them to parade through their respective towns and cities.  Those taking part should bear in mind 
that in these times of stretched Council budgets this was not and easy decision to make as each parade cost 
in the region of £5.000.  That all the councils made the decision without a second thought indicates the 
strength of support for the Regiment in Lancashire. 

 



For Col Brian Gorski the highlight of Monday’s activities was the police blue light escort from Rochdale to 
Bury.  The very efficient police motor cycle escort managed to get the Regimental party from Rochdale to 
Bury in double quick time going through at least six sets of red lights.  Throughout the two days Greater 
Manchester Police could not do enough to look after the battalion and made every effort to ensure that the 
parades ran as smoothly as possible.  In all locations the Battalion was met by cheering and enthusiastic 
crowds.  

 
 Numbers were far greater than anticipated and none of them had read the instruction.  Consequently, on 
more than one occasion, the RSM had to use his initiative to get the parade safely through the crowds.   
 
The regimental team in Lancashire pulled out all the stops to support the parades, Kevin Hegarty 
responsible for Media Ops in HQ4s (NW) Bde did an excellent job in promoting the event and gaining 
media coverage on TV, radio and in the papers.  In addition, the Regimental Recruiters made best use of 
this opportunity to enhance the Regimental profile, and stands were manned in Rochdale and Bury.  Rather 
late in the day the Councils were approached for permission to make a collection on behalf of the Fusilier 
Aid Society.  Following some rushed paperwork and a little pleading the collections went well raising 
some £3,000 for FAS.   
 
Visit of Big Jackson DRT (Ops) Late RIFLES.  The Headquarters was pleased to be invited by 
Commander Regional Recruiting for the North West to brief Brig Jackson DRT (Ops) during a visit to 
Bury to see the new ACIO.  He was very interested on the Museum Project and in particular the initiative 
to integrate the workings of the Museum, Headquarters and Careers Office. 
 
Afghanistan Exhibition.  Looking ahead, the museum intends to put together a display on Afghanistan 
opening in March 2010.  It therefore now need material for the displays.  Please dig out, documents, maps, 
pamphlets, photos, videos, kit and equipment and send it to your museum in Bury.   

 
The Commanding Officer and RSM, 2 RRF taking the opportunity to look around the Bury Museum whilst in town for the W elcome 
Home Parade 
 
 



 
 
 
I R Liles OBE 
Brigadier (Retd) 
Regimental Secretary 


