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1 RRF

The majority of 1 RRF have spent February spread 8alisbury Plain supporting a number of exercises
Ex PASHTUN RAT was a 2 week Mission Readiness Hgertor 4 Brigade. Using a new concept of
‘free play', the Commanding Officer basically lee tBattalion off the leash. For the Coys playihg t
insurgent forces this offered the opportunity t@rge in a far more realistic way, conducting tloein
estimates and taking on the far better equippedcesieg troops as they pleased. This made foralgo
exercise - better training for 4 Brigade, but aschance for the Fusiliers to practice their soidgeskills

in a different light. In their role as CIVPOP, Yo{f populated the battle-space and collected vital
intelligence for offensive action. W, X and Z thbkit the enemy hard using IED strikes and complex,
multi weapon shoots and the Mortar Platoon used flast drills to strike and melt away into the
population before any ISTAR or aviation could benehed to track them.

Fusilier ‘insurgents’ with a captured veh

Cpl Smith’s gallant defence of the Baden Down Masgelped to tip the balance in Z Coy’s favour, but
Cpl Carl Boyd (Y Coy) and Dmr Embling (Z Coy) soéearned not to confront the robust tactics
employed by the attached Polish Coy! After beiagtared by BLUEFOR, Fus Warren Briody performed
a “Great Escape” — freeing himself from the PW chgtore stealing a set of ladders to escape oeer th
FOB’s HESCO wall! Later LCpl Ben Jones (X Coy)atmanaged a “Home Run” by using the confusion
of an attack to escape from his FOB, evade captuderejoin his Coy. Thinking as the insurgent besn
hugely beneficial to the Fusiliers, and will onlyh@nce future pre-deployment training.

Hot on the heels of PASHTUN RAT came Ex LIONS STRIKan exercise for Company Commanders in

preparation for returning to Regimental Duty. Witle entire 1 RRF Battle Group deployed in bothtlig
and armoured roles, including the Adjt & Recruiti@dficer, (Ed; the world has gone mad, Clarke had
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better be back on recruitinggveryone was reminded how tough moving fast, thopkaster and telling
everyone about it was after the brief stint inside mind of the insurgent. The JAVELIN armoured
detachment, stranded with a broken WARRIOR, fouhdniselves scooped up into their Platoon
Commander's vehicle and absorbed into the Commgn@ificer's tactical party. Seeing a chance to
return to cutting-around on his own across therRl&@apt Mark Milne tried valiantly to demonstrates t
potency of JAVELIN in the attack, only to be thwettby the faster tanks as their tracks moved la litt
quicker up to the fire support knoll than his digmts legs. 'The thought was there though'.

At the start of the month the newly-reformed Bn BgxSquad faced their first challenge in the forinthe
Bolton Lads and Girls Club. This youth charity #agship, multi-million pound organisation in therth
West — had invited the Regiment to support whath&r largest annual fund-raising event. 1 RRF
decorated the venue with a WARRIOR, PANTHER, buskguard-towers and weapons systems, and
Capt Tony Hall ensured that the boxers were futlyppared to face their highly-trained squad. Thghni
was a resounding success, with a 6-5 victory far Husiliers, Regimental regional bonds were
strengthened and a great deal of media coveragagajed. Particular mention should go to Cpl “Borfibe
Andrews for his excellent, hard-fought bout. Wekdorward to boxing there again in 2011.

The boxing squad with Amir Khan (centre) Fus Salem, Z Coy deals with his opponent

The Bn Football team continues to go from stremgtstrength, travelling to Germany to beat 1 YORKS

1 in the Quarter Finals of the Infantry Cup lasele Congratulations to Fus Franklin, who was natad
Man of the Match, and Fus Readmon who scored ltignsehat-trick in consecutive games. They travel
back to Germany to face 5 RIFLES next week, whitet Coy teams begin the first rounds of the
Newcastle Cup.

Finally, many of you may have seen that memberthefBn were involved with the re-burial of First
World War soldiers in Fromelles, Northern Fran@sently. The 250 Australian and British bodiesever
discovered 2 years ago and, after a lengthy exicewahave been laid to rest in the only new
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery to be opened sic&Second World War.  Capt Matt Clarke,
WO2 Ed Rutherford and the team worked alongsideéAtisralian Army for two weeks ensuring that each
of the soldiers received a fitting military buriaincluding a military padre, firing party and begd. They
also conducted two battlefield tours, visiting Ibeas on The Somme and the Ypres Salient, to gain a
better understanding of the context and eventeebhttle. The final burial will take place on 14 10 -

the 94" anniversary - at the official opening of the ceangt with Royal and other international VVIPs in
attendance.



The 1 RRF Guard at the Commonwealth Cemetery Fus’ Monahar &Jack with Australian bearers

The coming month sees further role-specific trajnamongst the usual numerous commitments in the
LWC, and extensive training in the new BCIP 05 camioations software for all ranks. X and Y Coys
will spend a week on Castlemartin ranges condudt#RRIOR and dismounted live-firing, and there is
even some Adventurous Training (skiing) before d deserved Easter break.

2 RRF

The Second Battalion’s priority for February hasméocused on preparation for taking over publitedu

at the Royal Palaces in and around London. Théi€éngshave managed to make a good progression from
desert kit and homecoming parades into Nol kitlzst boots, marching up and down the square. As B
and C Coys are located at RAF Uxbridge (a shoriceotelocation due to refurbishment of Calvary
Barracks) it was decided that to avoid the wordsashmand competing with the constant interruptibn o
planes overhead that the Fit For Role inspectionlevdbe held at Uxbridge and not at the end of the
runway in Hounslow. B and C Coys were inspectedhair ability to conduct the role of the Queen’s
Guard and passed with flying colours, an amazirag t®nsidering the exceptionally short timeline to
achieve this. In addition to bringing drill up ttandard the vast majority of Fusiliers needed majo
tailoring adjustments to their blues and greatceats result of being a lot meaner and leaner #iter
Afghanistan Tour. The Adjutant is evidently now knoas the slim Falcon!

The RSM giving advice on bulling boots Capt Dan Hughes hoping the RSM has no advice far hi



The Battalion performed its first Guard on publigids at Windsor, mounting on 28 Feb. The Battalio
first Queens Guard will be on 3 March and as traditdictates the Guard Commander will be the
Commanding Office,r Lt Col C S CaldeEd: the Battalion also took over duties at HM Thew€r of
London and it was a great delight to see a propegiRent outside the Jewel House after months gb<Cor
cap badges and some very strange drill and evangér words of command).

The Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess held anfgal Dinner in memory and honour of Sgt Simon
Valentine. Mrs Gemma Valentine, Simon’s wife atted as the Guest of Honour. The Drum Major
presented Mrs Valentine with a CD of the Drums giat playing music written and dedicated to her and
her children in memory of Sgt Valentine.

Due to the busy upcoming Public Duties period tes officers deployed all over London and windber t
Officers Mess, rather than holding formal dinnaghts, has started holding Mess Member nights. &hes
once a month dinners are events where all availdieles members can attend and have a normal evening
meal with their colleagues, wives and friends. Tas proved most popular, attendance has beenagabd
bar profits have been increased substantially.

Exercise Transglobe continues Despite the Army tyaChallenger, crewed by seven Fusiliers, breaking
its mast and having to hoist soldiers aloft to mséme running repairs in the Southern Ocean svizaith

the RAF and the NAVY yachts had to RV with Challentp transfer new equipment to the stricken vessel
(due to one having the Rivet gun, but the otheirttpthe rivets...mmm). The state of the ship forced the

crew to make an un-planned diversion back to Newalatal (sounds like a bit of a con to me) for some
more permanent repairs before returning to thetimecaf the incident and re-starting the stopwdtatthe

leg. Due to the way these legs are timed evemey airrive several days after the other yachts toeyd

win on time as for some reason a broken boat stepslock!

The UWO is being kept busy with the impending meveGermany, however, they are still very much
involved with the continuing effect of HERRICK 1@dithe day to day running of the Battalion. The
UWO supported a charity cake sale organised bywhees Committee with the proceeds going to The
Forces Children’s Trust and The Fusilier Aid Sogiet total of £960 was raised. Further to this, tlWO

is providing continuous support to those who wejared on the tour as well as to those who lostilfam
members. A brief summary of the condition of thag® sustained serious injuries is shown below:

Capt Tony Harris: At Headley Court for the nextreth weeks. After numerous operations and
considerable setbacks he is now up and about artéhgtto put weight on his most seriously injuleg.

LCpl David Harding-Prior: Reported fit for duti@® Feb 10.
LCpl Ryan Marshall: Reported fit for duties 18 No® (back at work).
Fus Sean Alimo: He is up and about awaiting atjglasirgery clinic appointment in late March.

Fus Thomas James: Currently at Headley Court ailidoes there for the next three weeks, probably
driving around in his new Range Rover! He stijues a great deal of rehabilitation treatment.

Fus John Keegans: Now conducting Physiotherapgimp.
Fus Paul Shepard: Reported fit for duties 24 Feb 1
Fus White: Still undergoing treatment but baclvatk.

5 RRF

5 RRF continue to train and operate within the ttiffnancial constraints that the whole of the TA is
unfortunately subject to, with four drill nights dione weekend per month. That said, the respdrise t
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month has been excellent and the turn out at tisé tliaining event of the New Year was well up on
previous years.

The first weekend run by D (Rifles) Coy proved plapudespite the bleak snowy conditions at Wathgill
ranges. This was the first opportunity to attetmgt new Annual Combat Marksmanship Test (ACMT).
There was some concern that this would prove mba#lenging because details start at the 400m point
and advance down the range — ‘towards the eneiflyé standard of the shooting was good, and many of
the failures were down to rustiness and lack ottza rather than the new test. The best shatiseoflay
were Rfn Hitchens (D Coy) and 2Lt Marcon (Z Coy}tbwith very credible scores of 60 out of a HPS of
63.

2Lt Marcon on his way to a ‘Marksman’ score of 60tbe ACMT

The second range weekend, also at Wathgill wawyuX Coy and followed broadly the same remit as the
previous weekend, focusing on marksmanship. Tigvad those not able to attend the previous wegken
the opportunity to shoot their ACMT and qualify their bounty.

The Battalion was also visited by the Assistantifdonal Commander of 2 Div, Brigadier Bell who jeoh
the Coy on the range to shoot his own ACMT andtked-usiliers and Rifleman in action. He joined th
Officers for a mess dinner in Gilesgate in the @wgngiving the Battalion the chance to feed badkva
points direct to its 2 Star HQ.

Due to an injury to LCpl Lawton the number of tredp RRF is sending as individual reinforcements on
Op HERRICK 11 is now down to seven. They are msging well with their Post Deployment Training
(PDT) having just completed their PDT MRX. Sixtbé troops are with B Company, | LANCS and Cpl
Unwin (ex-regular with 3 RIFLES) is with A Coy a$Péatoon Sgt for the deployment. They are expected
to deploy next month and be based with the 1 LANBa8le Group in the vicinity of Nad ‘Ali.

The Battalion has also mobilised CSgt Redpath aadPBrsons both from Z Coy to deploy to Cyprus on
Op TOSCA with 40 Signal Regiment. This is now adwing task for the TA and the Battalion plans to
continue to support this on a volunteer basis.

Area HO Northumberland

February has been a month of numerous meetingseaeg’s for the forthcoming Freedom Parade that
will take place on Saturday 24 April in Morpethhére will be a Drumhead Service at the County &l
11.00am which will be followed by a Freedom Pardlde@ugh Morpeth at 1200 hours. This will be
followed by a Civic Reception in the town Leisurerire for VIP’s, marching troops and ticket holdefs
the Association. The Fusilier Officers’ Club wilbld a St Georges’ Ball in The Assembly Rooms on
Saturday evening which will also be attended byntieenbers of 1, 2 and 5 RRF Sgt's Mess.

The Area Headquarters has received exceptionalosupppm the Newcastle Falcons Rugby Club who
have recently donated more than £5,000 to the iBuglid Society as a result of collections by the
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recruiting team and a corporate raffle during theng against Wasps. The club has agreed to repeat th
charitable effort on Sunday 18 April where thereexgpected to be a very large crowd. The Regimental
Band will entertain the crowd and proudly show ke and white hackle in Newcastle once again.

Area HQ Lancashire

Eighteen future Fusiliers were attested by the Canmding Officer of 1RRF, Lt Col Jim Landon at the
Lancashire Headquarters. The recruits and theugparents filled the Gallipoli Room for the evand
afterwards had a group photograph taken in the Mody Room. Both the recruits and parents were
impressed with the event and all left with a pesiimpression of their future Regiment.

Eighteen new Fusiliers with CO 1 RREY(@®n right in uniform)

On the same day as the “mass attestation” a baratgh took place in the evening in Bolton. Thengve
had been organised through Recruiting Group Noréstsnd involved a team from 1RRF competing with
a team from the Bolton Boys and Girls Club. The af the evening was to raise funds to support the
expansion of similar clubs in the region and, wita assistance of the Regiment, a considerable @nodu
money was raised. Without doubt the raffle wategan event; the star prize was for the openingtrog

the show Chicago (in Hong Kong) which raised £5!00be Fusiliers present all felt a little out dieir
depth and it was noted with some amusement thangithe raffle all hands on the Fusilier table were
firmly under control. Nobody even dared wave fadrak for fear of bidding a £1,000 for some prize
other.

The Regimental profile was further enhanced whenBhbry ACIO arranged for the Drums Platoon and

members of 2 RRF from Bury and Rochdale to attéedBury v Rochdale football match at Gigg Lane.

Some 8, 000 attend the match (a big crowd for Bang the support for the regiment was tremendous.
The Regiment now has a positive relationship witinyB=C which will be built on this year.

The Drums Platoon at Gigg Lane



Sadly confirmation that the Association Club isctose has been received. The Club first openeal in
former Drill Shed at the then Depot of the Lanceskiusiliers at Wellington Barracks in Septembe30L9

In March 1961 the Depot closed, the barracks wésb @b to be developed for housing, leaving onlg th
QMs Block housing the Lancashire Headquarters hadviluseum and the Club. For 50 years it has served
members of the regiment and the local communityl ewadl there are few who at sometime or other have
not enjoyed the hospitality that the Club provide@olonel Brian Gorski, Colonel Lancashire said, “I
would personally like to thank the current comnatend staff for all their hard work in maintainitige
Club. I can understand just how difficult it hameh to serve both Regiment and membership, debgite
knowledge that closure was inevitable.” The s#eaavhole will be handed over to Defence Estates fo
disposal in May, ending a 137 year connection betwthe Fusiliers and Wellington Barracks. All
Regimental and association events will now be libatehe new Fusilier Museum

The first annual commemoration of the M62 bombiogkt place at the new Hartshead Memorial on the
M62 at the beginning of February. Regimental alterce was lead by the Rochdale Branch of the
Association who turned out in numbers, on what wa®ld and chilly morning. The event led by Alan
Noble was short and dignified. Many who took paere of the opinion that as the campaign in Norther
Ireland drifts into obscurity this memorial serviegll become the focus for those who served in the
Province and want to reflect on what they achiesedl lost.

Association lowering standards at Hartshead

Gallipoli 2010. The Gallipoli Commemorations will take place oviee tveekend 23-25 April. The busy
weekend will commence on Friday 23 April (St Gedsdeay) with the first Annual General Meeting of
the Museum Company. On Saturday there will beltinecashire Area Council Meeting followed in the
evening by a first dinner organised by the Assammain collaboration with the Council at the Raffeli
Civic Suite. The cost is £25 a head through theodmtion. The Gallipoli Parade, Service and Luwdh

be held on the Sunday. For the first time the $daliowing the parade will be the Museum. A bt be
established in the Normandy Room for members ofAbsociation and their guests. A special lunch is
available in the Museum Café. Tickets costing #b@ are available through the Association. The
Headquarters will at the same time host a receftionivic and local dignitaries in the Gallipolio@m

In the Museum, preparation is well under way toropegtemporary exhibition on Ops in Afghanistan on
Saturday 27 March. The museum staff assisted bRRE, are putting the exhibition together.
Unfortunately, much of the material collected bg thattalion is still in transit, consequently thbes been

a big effort to gather material from other sourcésven the Commanding Officer has loaned his much
coveted Afghan slippers!

Notices



A further reminder that the Annual Regimental Dinndél be held in Tidworth on 3 Jul 10 as guestslof
RRF. It will be in the form of a traditional sumnigall to which the ladies are also invited. Rexsdor
tickets should be made to John Davies at RHQO®831666906.

Many of you will remember Alistair Young from higiwice with 2 RRFEd; | certainly do and as Adjt
dispensed many extras to this excellent officéde will be participating in the Help for Hero&3ridge
Too Far" bike ride which is a charitable bike ridem London to Arnhem over a distance of 350 miles.
He also will be collecting for the Fusilier Aid Sety. Anyone wishing to support Alistair can dosothe
following link; www.bmycharity.com/alastairyoung

| R Liles OBE
Brigadier (Retd)
Regimental Secretary



